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 Definition 

 

Getting started 
The catalytic event that started things moving.  This could be the 
convergence of ongoing activities around the Protective Factors 
framework, a first meeting of a leadership team, etc.  There can be 
multiple instances of work “getting started” 

 

Champion Someone who took on the Strengthening Families work and 
tirelessly moved it forward 

 

Crisis An unexpected event that changed the circumstances of the work or 
the environment surrounding it 

 

Accomplishment, 
Achievement, Successes 

An achievement, accomplishment, or success; something that is the 
result of Strengthening Families efforts to that point.  For example, 
getting an unexpected partner to join the leadership team is an 
achievement.  

 

Product, Policy 
Creation of a tangible product , such as a training curriculum or 
public education materials; this can also be used to describe when 
Strengthening Families concepts  are embedded in policies or 
infrastructure 

 

Disseminating information 
Efforts to broadcast the Strengthening Families approach and 
Protective Factors framework (or materials that incorporate them) to 
a broader audience, such as presenting at a conference or launching 
a public awareness campaign 

 

Getting critical (catalytic) 
information 

Acquiring – intentionally or unintentionally – information that helps 
drive the work forward.  This might be the collection of data that 
drives the Strengthening Families work or an introduction to a new 
and useful tool 

 

Lucky break A serendipitous, unexpected event that benefits the state’s initiative 

 
Looking to the Future 

Anticipating ways to grow and deepen the initiative into the future.  
This can describe prospective results of ongoing work, or an 
instance of particular foresight or vision. 

 
Going out on a limb Taking a risk to advance the work 

 

Money Ways in which the presence or absence of money affects the 
development of the initiative 

 

Roadblocks and barriers Factors that impede the development of the Strengthening Families 
work; these can be anticipated or unexpected 

 

Key connections and 
relationships 

Connections are made and relationships are built; these affect the 
development of the work as different people bring their own 
knowledge and networks to Strengthening Families 

 

Overcoming obstacles 
 
Challenges are met, problems are solved  
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